1897

Snhake Den Discoveries

With Uncle Enoch, Baby Waldo, and Jeff
Gill
By Dr. Bob Hines
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Our bird detectives Uncle Enoch and Baby Waldo made a
trip to Ohio History Connection to find out what happened
at Snake Den in 1897. They had some questions.

1. Were there any photographs of Clarence Loveberry?

2. What was his story? How did he come to manage the Snake
Den Mound field work?

3. Are there any photos and negatives of the Snake Den field work?

4. Could Dildine Snyder, the property owner be in any of these
photographs?

5. Were there any discoveries made by Loveberry and his team made at the
Snake Den site that were newsworthy?

6. What specimens were taken from the mounds to the Archaeological and
Historical Society museum in Columbus on the OSU campus?

7. Why was Warren King Moorehead interested in studying the Snake Den
Mound?

8. What happened to the geologic material and artifacts taken to Columbus?

He was a student intern working at the

We:found this photograph of museum and participating in field work

Loveberry at the Carriage Mounds in - g
Chillicothe, taken just two weeks &:’:gnazg:::‘:; dmfgzti::fy"wa\;va"en
:iftt:retl::ef;eld work at the Snake Den studying to be a veterinarian. He was

. also a member of the OSU football team.
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It was the Spring of 1897, and the 24 Moorehead proposed that Loveberry was
year-old farm boy from Sommerset, capable of stepping in to manage the
Ohio was graduating as a doctor of upcoming Summer of fieldwork he had
veterinary science, but his mentor was ||Planned--starting with Snake Den.
stricken with tuberculosis and had to || Loveberry accepted and put his vocation
seek treatment in New Mexico. The on hold to accept this challenge.
Archaeological and Historical Society m R L rer
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Moorehead's tuberculosis was an
infectious disease impacting his lungs.

Loveberry was likely the photographer There were four photos that appear in

at Snake Den and the field work Moorehead's Report on the Field Work
locations that summer. We were just at Snake Den. Of the four, only one
lucky to find a photo of him in the original glass negative remains in the
field. So, what photos were taken of archives. Without the original

the work at Snake Den? negatives, there is no way to get a clear

photo of what was found there.

Glass negatives of
these photos no
longer exist.




Here are the three glass negative photos in the Ohio History
Connection's archive. The first one of workers in a trench was
published with Loveberry's field work notes that were edited by
Moorehead. The second is a publicity photograph that showed the
'Great Find." The third is a studio photograph of the silver nuggets
and their stone container.

TRENCH AT THE
THE THREE CREMATORY
SURVIVING SNAKE MOUND AND
DEN GLASS PLATFORM
NEGATIVES
-Ohio History
Connection
PUBLICITY
PHOTO SHOWING
THE
CONCRETIONS
THE SILVER
NUGGETS AND
THEIR STONE
CONTAINER




Finding that publicity photo was a real surprise. We believe this
photo is of Dildine Snyder, his wife, and three of their daughters and
a granddaughter Myrtle who was adopted by them upon the death of
her parents. The second great thing about this photo is that we can
clearly see the collection of concretions that were discovered on the
South side of the platform mound.

Dildine and Syrena Snyder

A close-up view of the concretions
in the photo above.




Loveberry reported to the Associated Press the news of this unusual
discovery. Newspapers across the United States published articles
about a series of fascinating discoveries near Ringgold, Ohio at the
Snake Den Mounds.

Some newspapers
published an illustrated
depiction of the
discoveries like this one
from the Minnesota Globe.

Some headlines focused
on the silver nuggets,
some focused on the
practice of cremation, and
others described the
material buried with a
"great chief." Most printed
Loveberry's account
verbatim.
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People attending the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair could view the
silver nuggets and their container on the main floor of the fair's
anthropology building. Visitors were extremely interested in Ohio's
Moundbuilder diplay of artifacts and material collections.

But wait.... there's more!
Three years later, the national public interest in Ohio's Moundbuilders had not
waned. Visitors wanted to see objects from Baum Village as well as the silver

nuggets from the Snake Den Mounds on display at the Tri-Centennial World's Fair
held at Jamestown, Virginia.
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pa Ohio's Pre-Columbian
Exhibit was awarded a
gold medal




Next we hoped to find more information
about the man who planned the Snake
Den investigation--Warren King
Moorehead. He was the first curator of
Ohio's Archaeological and Historical
Society starting in 1893. Lady Luck was
with us.

We found several important
Snake Den photographs in
Moorehead's collection and a
copy of the introductory letter to
property owners from

Governor Bushnell asking
permission for Moorehead to
investigate earthworks on their

property.

But the most important thing we
found out was that Pastor Jeff Gill
from Grandyville was an expert on
the life of Warren King
Moorehead. We asked him to tell
us about Mooreheads important
role in the Snake Den studies.

Pastor Gill, welcome!

Thanks, Uncle Enoch. | am happy to
shed some light on Warren King
Moorehead and his role with the
Snake Den Mounds investigation.

Just three years before he was named
the first curator for the Society he was
connected to a horrific event that
changed his life--THE WOUNDED KNEE
MASSACRE. Before Wounded Knee, one
would have to say his treatment of
ancient remains was less than
respectful. He marketed and sold burial
items, including human bones.




Early in 1890, twenty-four year-old Moorehead was hired by the lllustrated American
Magazine to go to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation to observe the Lakota Sioux
people. He could speak their language and was allowed to stay overnight in their
encampments. He viewed their "Spirit Dance" as a cultural phenomenon, but other
reporters sensationalized this dance as a subversive act.
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WARREN KING MOOREHEAD lllustration of the Spirit Dance
-Ohio History Connection

Moorehead warned that starvation and isolation of these people by Indian agents
would ultimately result in violence and our government would be at fault. On
December 28th, 1890, Moorehead was ordered off the reservation. The next day the
U.S. 7th Cavalry attempted to disarm the Lakota at Wounded Knee. Shots broke out
and a horrific massacre of 150 men, women, and children ensued. Moorehead was
devastated.




This event changed Moorehead forever.
He became an ardent advocate for the
rights of Native People and felt
compelled to stop the destruction of
ancient earthworks of the Ohio
Moundbuilders. He committed himself
to understanding their cultures and by
mapping every known earthwork.

During the Summer of 1896, he and
his fieldwork team traveled nearly the
length of the Scioto from its
headwaters to Chillicothe. They were
investigating mound and village sites.
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He was certainly aware of the upland
site and explained he wanted it
explored to determine why it appeared
to be different than the lowland
mounds of the Hopewell--a name he

helped establish for this cultural group.

Upland Snake Den Stone

His wife Evelyn Ludwig Moorehead
grew up in Circleville, just a few miles
away. Working at Snake Den would
have allowed his wife and new baby to
have time with her parents. The onset
of his tuberculosis dashed any such
plans.

EVELINE LUDWIG MOOREHEAD
- Ohio History Connection
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Moorehead spent the Summer of 1897
working and recovering in New Mexico.
He turned in his resignation as curator
for the Ohio Archaeological and
Historical Society in August. Several
months later Loveberry was appointed
but that was short-lived. Just a few
months later he returned to his
vocation as a veterinary meat inspector

in ‘Minnesota.'
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Moorehead took on the responsibility of
editing Loveberry's field notes and he
did return to visit the Snake Den site in
November. However, his health did not
improve. In fact, over the next three
years doctors warned Evelyn to expect
his imminent death on several
occasions. But he survived and became
head of the Robert. S. Peabody Museum
of Archaeology at Phillips Academy.

WARREN KING MOOREHEAD RECOVERING
AT THE SARNAC LAKE SANITARIUM IN
NEW YORK STATE _.ohio History Connection

Thank you, Pastor Gill! That was very
informative. We did not know about his
connections to the Wounded Knee
Massacre. What an interesting life!

We were also able to
meet with the curator
to see what remains
of the Snake Den
Collection.
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They have located about one third of the
240 specimens that Loveberry crated up
and took to Columbus. These items
were cataloged in a record book which
we got to view. Most of the items came
from the "Great Tribute" where the silver
nuggets were found. We got to see most
of what they were able to locate.

We were

especially excited
to see one of the
silver nuggets!




There were person-made objects buried with the concretions.

Tube Pipes

Hammerstones
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W/ Unfinished Effigy Pipe

Of course, the most intriguing discovery was the stone container of walnut-sized
silver nuggets--two with a pinkish coating and three with a black coating.

The Surreal Deal

Loveberry made a deal with the
property owner-Dildine Snyder-that
if his team found any gold or silver it
belonged to Snyder and the work
would be immediately halted.

Loveberry agreed because, to his
knowledge, no gold or silver had
ever been found in Ohio's upland
mounds. He ended up paying seven
times their value to acquire the
nuggets from Snyder and he was
able to get another day to wrap up
the investigation. High price to pay!
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The had a bucket full of
reptile vertebrae from
Snake Den that became a
popular attraction in the
early days of the museum.

It is interesting to view the
items they have been able to
locate. They have a fishing
net plummet, flint knife, an
archaic spear point, and a
fossil mold.

Plummet

Archaic Spear Point

Flint Knife

Mold of a fossilized Nautiloid

Missing from the Snake Den Collection

- Spearpoints

- Bone Needle

- Burnt Stones

- Schist Rocks

- Water Worn Rocks
- Concretions

- Odd Formations

- Polished Stones

- Omamented Stone
- Coral Casts

- Heliophyllum
(Fossils)

- Cystiphyllum
(Fossils)

- Granite

- Limestones with
Chert Nodules

- Rottenstone with
Chert Nodules

- Round Stones

- Unfinished Effigy Pipe
- Various Rock
Specimens

- Paint Stones

- Stone Bead

- Hammerstones
- Unfinished
Specimens

- Feldspar

- Septaria

- Eridophyllum
(Fossils)

- Orthoceras
(Fossils)

- Syringopora
(Fossils)

- Favosites (Fossils)
- Cyathophyllum
(Fossils)

- Zaphrentis
(Fossils)

- Large Pestles

- Small Pestles

Linda Pansing is an archaeologist at the
Ohio History Connection and she has
located a number of items. Many will
never be reassigned to Snake Den
because they have been disassociated
from the collection. Years ago, if
someone wanted to make a display of
effigy pipes, the Snake Den example
could have been moved to that collection

When the catalog
numbers wear off,

there is no way to tell
where they belong.

This kinda feels like the end
of the Raiders of the Lost Ark.
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Jeff Gill

Bob Hines
We hope you have learned something from our Snake Den

history experts Jeff Gill and Bob Hines, and we hope to see
you at the Snake Den Mounds Complex!

DEN MOUNDS$
PRESERVATION SOCIETY
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